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About Forensic Science in the UK 
Of the around 9,000 staff working in the UK Forensic Science industry, the majority work in the public sector,, mostly in Police Forces across England and Wales and the Scottish Police Services Authority Forensic Services. Forensic Science provision in Northern Ireland is offered by Forensic Science Northern Ireland who supply the Police Service Northern Ireland (PSNI) with a comprehensive Forensic Science service. 

Scottish Police Services Authority Forensic Service

The Scottish Police Services Authority (SPSA) Forensic Services offer a crime scene to court Forensic Science service to Scottish Police Forces and the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service. They offer the following services: 

Scene Examination 

Chemistry 

Biology 

DNA 

Drugs

Fingerprints 

Specialist Services - toxicology, firearms, documents and handwriting 

Read more at www.spsa.police.uk 

Forensic Science Northern Ireland

Forensic Science Northern Ireland (FSNI) is an Executive Agency within the Northern Ireland Office. They offer a full range of Forensic Science services to the PSNI and to wider customers. The organisation currently employs about 145 staff, approximately 100 of whom are scientists directly involved with casework. Read more on the Forensic Science Northern Ireland website. 

Commercial providers 

The 4 main commercial organisations providing Forensic Science services within the UK are the Forensic Science Service LGC Forensics, Orchid Cellmark, Key Forensic Services.  There are many smaller providers like Forensic Access.

They cover: 

Property crime - providing support in the investigation of burglary, fraud, robbery, fire investigation, theft of vehicles and theft from vehicles offences. 

Serious crime - providing support in the investigation of murder, suspicious death, sexual offences and other serious offences against the person 

Drugs - providing intelligence in the investigation of a range of drug-related offences including supply, possession, importation and exportation, production and cultivation 

Road policing - providing support for drink and drug driving offences and accident investigation 

Organised crime - providing support to police, HM Revenue & Customs and the National Crime Squad, including investigation of terrorism 

International crime - providing support to the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, British Council and overseas law enforcement agencies 

Hi-tech crime - providing support in the investigation of computer or electronic related crime and fraud 

Commercial - development and supply of DNA expert systems software, provision of a range of evidence recovery kits and packaging, plus paternity testing services 

Forensic Science Service (FSS) 

The FSS was established in 1991 and is a trading name of Forensic Science Service Ltd., a UK Government owned company (GovCo). The FSS provides a national service primarily to the 43 Police Forces in England and Wales, the Crown Prosecution Service, HM Revenue and Customs, HM Coroners as well as the Ministry of Defence Police and British Transport Police. The FSS operates from seven laboratories across the country - Birmingham, Chorley, Huntingdon, London and Wetherby. It employs more than 1,500 staff. Read more at www.forensic.gov.uk . 

LGC Forensics

LGC Forensics is a division of the LGC Group and is a full-service operation that includes 24-hour scenes-of-crime cover, 365 days a year. Our laboratories at Culham (Oxfordshire), Teddington (London), Risley and Runcorn (Cheshire) and Tamworth (Staffordshire) are state-of-the-art facilities as is our specialist firearms facility at Leeds set up in conjunction with the Royal Armouries. 

LGC Forensics provide support not only to official bodies such as law enforcement agencies, government departments and coroners but also to private companies, defence lawyers and individuals. Read more at http://www.lgc.co.uk/divisions/lgc_forensics.aspx 

Orchid Cellmark

Cellmark Forensic Services is the largest independent supplier of scene of crime DNA analysis to UK police forces.  Cellmark provides a full range of forensic DNA analytical techniques for the investigation of the most serious crimes through to the routine analysis of mouth swab samples for submission to the UK DNA database.
Cellmark was established in 1987 as Europe’s first commercial DNA profiling laboratory and has been involved in many of the pioneering forensic DNA cases and in exporting DNA profiling technology world-wide.  Read more at http://www.orchidcellmark.co.uk/forensic.html 

Key Forensic Services Ltd

Key Forensic Services is a company which delivers quality driven forensic science solutions with a focus on offering best value for money to both the criminal justice system and private sector. 
Through close association and partnerships with commercial and academic institutions around the world they develop and expand existing forensic science techniques for the benefit of our customers. Read more at http://www.keyforensic.co.uk/ 
Forensic Access
Forensic Access is a provider of forensic science services to criminal defence solicitors and barristers.  Since 1986 they have been providing a source of forensic science expertise to organisations across the criminal justice system.  Read more at http://www.forensic-access.co.uk/index.htm 
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