Unit 3
	Title:


	Criminal Investigations and Prosecution Procedures

	Level:


	3

	Credit Value:


	10


	Learning outcomes

The learner will:
	Assessment criteria

The learner can:

	1 Understand the fundamental principles of the criminal justice system 
	1.1 Identify the objectives of the criminal  justice system

1.2 Explain the safeguards for persons accused of a crime

1.3 Identify the consequences of breaches of rules or procedures

1.4 Identify the legal rights given to citizens under the Human Rights Act 1998

1.5 Explain the purpose of the Criminal Procedure Rules 

1.6 Explain how criminal proceedings are commenced

1.7 Explain how criminal offences are classified 

1.8 Outline the criminal litigation procedure

1.9 Explain the role of the Youth Court

1.10 Apply an understanding of the fundamental principles of the criminal justice system to a given situation

	2 Understand the powers of the police to arrest and detain a person for the purpose of investigating a criminal offence
	2.1 Explain the requirements of a lawful arrest

2.2 Identify the circumstances in which a person may be searched at the time of arrest

2.3 Explain the implications of an unlawful arrest

2.4 Explain the role of the custody officer

2.5 Explain the time limits for detaining a suspect without charge

2.6 Explain the rights of a detained suspect

2.7 Explain the effect of a failure to comply with any of the requirements relating to: 

· the custody officer’s role 

· the time limits for detaining without charge

2.8 Explain the measures for safeguarding the suspect when obtaining identification evidence

2.9 Explain the effect of a failure to comply with the rules in obtaining identification evidence

2.10 Explain the rights of a person attending voluntarily at a police station to assist with an investigation

2.11 Explain the requirements for the proper conduct of an interview of a suspect

2.12 Explain the effect of a failure to comply with any of the requirements for the proper conduct of an interview
2.13 Apply an understanding of the police powers in respect of arrest, detention and questioning to a given situation

	3 Understand the requirements of charging and bailing a suspect
	3.1 Explain the circumstances in which a suspect may be charged

3.2 Explain the nature of police bail and the circumstances in which it may be refused

3.3 Identify the conditions that may be attached to police bail

3.4 Describe the CPS’s role in the charging and prosecution process  

3.5 Explain the scope, provisions and principles of the Director of Public Prosecution’s (DPP) guidance on charging

3.6 Identify the key features, and tests, of the Code for Crown Prosecutors

3.7 Explain the methods by which prosecutions may be discontinued

3.8 Apply an understanding of the requirements of charging and bailing a suspect to a given situation

	4 Understand the principal functions and features of the Magistrates’ Court and the Crown Court in relation to criminal proceedings
	4.1 Explain how offences are classified and how this determines mode of trial

4.2 Identify the principal functions of the Magistrates’ Court

4.3 Identify the principal features of trial in the Magistrates’ Court

4.4 Identify the principal functions of the Crown Court

4.5 Identify the principal features of trial in the Crown Court

4.6 Describe the sequence of events where a defendant pleads either guilty or not guilty

4.7 Describe the grounds and routes of appeal from the Magistrates' Court and Crown Court

4.8 Apply an understanding of court type and function to a given situation

	5 Understand the provisions for publicly funded advice, assistance and representation in the criminal justice process
	5.1 Explain the provisions for publicly funded advice and assistance:

· at the police station

· at the solicitor’s office

· at first appearance in court

5.2 Explain the requirements for publicly funded representation

5.3 Apply an understanding of publicly funded advice, assistance and representation to a given situation

	6 Understand the rules and procedures relating to bail
	6.1 Explain the nature of bail

6.2 Describe the procedure at a bail hearing

6.3 Identify the grounds on which the prosecution may object to bail being granted

6.4 Explain the factors to be taken into account by the court in deciding whether to refuse bail

6.5 Identify the conditions that may be attached to bail

6.6 Describe the procedure for appealing against a bail decision

6.7 Apply an understanding of the rules and procedures relating to bail to a given situation

	7 Understand the function of mode of trial proceedings
	7.1 Explain the purpose of mode of trial proceedings

7.2 Describe the procedure at ‘plea before venue’ and the consequences of the defendant indicating a:

· guilty plea

· not guilty plea

7.3 Describe the mode of trial procedure

7.4 Identify the factors magistrates will take into account when deciding mode of trial

7.5 Explain the factors to be taken into account by the defendant in deciding on trial by magistrates or trial by jury where the circumstances provide a choice

7.6 Apply an understanding of the factors to be taken into account when making a mode of trial decision to a given situation

	8 Understand the rules relating to disclosure of evidence
	8.1 Explain the nature of advance disclosure in relation to either way offences

8.2 Explain the requirement on the prosecution to disclose material which might undermine the prosecution’s case

8.3 Explain the requirement for providing a defence statement

8.4 Identify the type of information the defence statement must contain

8.5 Identify the circumstances in which adverse inferences may be drawn from the defence statement

8.6 Explain the duty of the prosecutor in relation to the defence statement

87 Apply an understanding of the rules relating to disclosure of evidence to a given situation

	9 Understand the procedures relating to sentencing
	9.1 Describe the sequence of events between conviction and sentencing

9.2 Explain the purpose of the plea in mitigation

9.3 Explain the content of a plea in mitigation

9.4 Identify the range of sanctions and other orders available to a sentencing court

9.5 Identify the factors to be taken into account by the court when sentencing

9.6 Apply an understanding of procedure relating to sentencing to a given situation


